SAMPLE LETTER FROM CHAIRMAN OF BDS RE VOSA

( Please address and send your letter to your local MP, and please also send a copy to the BDS Office, 83, New Road, Helmingham, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP16 6EA)


Dear 
VOSA – Driver’s Hours, etc

 I am writing to ask you to support the British Driving Society (BDS) in their approach to the Department for Transport and VOSA to ask them to re-consider their  recent re-interpretation of the law regarding horsebox driver’s hours and other related issues.

The BDS is the national, not-for-profit organisation which represents the interests of all harness horse drivers in the UK.  Its website can be viewed at www.britishdrivingsociety.co.uk .

Recent articles in Horse and Hound magazine have highlighted the fact that VOSA originally advised the equestrian sector that the regulations on Driver’s Hours would only apply to people who drove HGVs commercially for a living.  We were previously categorically assured that these regulations did not apply to people who did not work as commercial drivers, but who used their privately owned horseboxes and trailers to attend equestrian events.  VOSA have now advised us that people who are employed in any way whatsoever now must comply with Driver’s Hours Regulations.

This means that someone who works in an office Monday-Friday cannot drive their horsebox on a Saturday, and that if they drive it on the Sunday and do other work for the following week, then they cannot drive it at all on the following weekend unless they have had 45 hours ‘ rest’.  Furthermore, I understand from Horse and Hound that Driver’s Hours are counted from the moment any ‘ work’ begins, which means that the clock starts running the moment the horse owner arrives at the stables to feed and prepare their horse for travelling to an event.  VOSA also regard the winning of any prize – even a little as £5 or just a rosette – as ‘ a commercial activity’.
John Parker, Chairman of the BDS, has already written to his local MP, Sir Michael Lord, Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons, about the detrimental effect this is likely to have upon equestrian sport in the UK, and I share his very serious concerns.  Not only will the legitimate pleasure of a large number of people be seriously affected, this is also likely to have a knock-on effect in discouraging families from participating in equestrian activities.  VOSA’s interpretation will ultimately be unhelpful to those who are currently striving so hard to promote UK equestrianism as a thriving, family-orientated activity ahead of the 2012 Olympics.  

It is equally likely to destroy all our efforts to encourage young people to get involved in equestrian activities – getting them engaged in positive, energetic rural pursuits, which have been proven to be an important factor in inspiring many young people to develop responsibility and commitment – because it will be difficult, if not impossible, for ordinary people to take part in shows and events.

I would be very grateful if you would speak to Sir Michael Lord, MP, who has a full set of briefing material, and also write Geoff Hoon, MP, Secretary of State for Transport on our behalf
Yours sincerely,  

